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2 In contemporary analytic philosophy an event or state of affairs is said to be overdetermined if there are more than one distinct,
sufficient causes of it. Whereas there may unproblematically be recognised many different necessary conditions of the event's
occurrence, no two distinct events may lay claim to be sufficient conditions, since this would lead to overdetermination. A much
used example is that of firing squads, the members of which simultaneously firing at and 'killing' their targets. Apparently, no one
member can be said to have caused the victims' deaths, since they would have been killed anyway. Overdetermination is
problematic in particular from the viewpoint of a standard counterfactual understanding of causation, according to which an event is
the cause of another event if and only if the latter would not have occurred, had the former not occurred. In order to employ this
formula to actual complex situations, implicit or explicit conditions need to be accepted to be circumstantial, since the list of
counterfactually acceptable causes would otherwise be impractically long (e.g. the earth's continued existence could be said to be
the (necessary) cause of one drinking one's coffee). Unless a circumstance-clause is included, the putative cause to which one
wishes to draw attention could never be considered sufficient, and hence not comply with the counterfactual analysis.
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