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There has been a national spiritual reawakening.  According to the Amencan Bible
Society, Hible sales since Sept. |1 have nsen 42 porcent over the same penod last year
Koran sales have gone up five imes. And while most churches report a drop in
attendance afler un initial post-atiack surge, atiendance remains $ 1o 10 percent above a
year ago. A Time magazine' CNN poll found that 21 percent of Amencans saxd they have
gone o church more often since Sept. 11

Amenicans are also more mierested in religions other than their own than they were
before Sept. 11, A conservative Jewish synagogue m Califormia sitracied 1,400 people for
a presentation on Nuddhism. In Madison, an open house at the Islamic Center a year ugo
drew six or seven people, but this year, more than 600 came. Americans seem lo be more
willing o A ) sectanan dilTerences and come together

Police and fircfighters throughout the nation say they've been trealed with rencwed
respect since Scpt. 11. Even among children, surveys show thal kids who previeusly
idenhificd pop stars and professional wrestlers as their heroes now idolize police
fircfighters and rescue workers

In recond numbers, Americans are secking ways o help — both at home anil abroad

Time reports that in San Francisco, Peace Corps applications are up 721 percent
Americorps, which helps troubled communities. has had a 30 percent rse in inquiries
from interested volunieers. In communities large and small, the numbcr of people
volunteering at the Red Cross and similar relicf agencies has sureod

Go 1o any sports event, and when the announcer says “Please nse...” everyone docs,
and they say the pledge or sing “The Star-Spangled Banner™ louder, more fervently than
before. For some Amencans, this idal woveof { 1 ) fecls srange — vet welcome

American people say they arc appreciating what's close at hand.  The moment
Family. Home-cooked meals. There are other subtle indicators: sales of teley sions, for
cxample, rose an unusual 17 percent between December 2000 and December 2001
according 1o Tom Fdwards, a home electronics analyst. “There's a shifl 1o langer scts. and
higher quality digital sets.” be sd. “People are focusing on arcas of the homne where
they can gather the Tamily.™

Boing made newly aware of lifc’'s uncertainly, Amencan households arc changing the

focus from _ having il all 1o being conlent in order 10 sewze the moment
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A O putaside 2 setout 2 pull out i takeup
B T hared % obedience 5 pessimism 2 patriolism

ADEROTH SERONRS —ET SELE 3 IBROTLLL.
T Americans became less religious afier Sepe. 11,
& Muost Americans avoided going to church after Sept. 11,
Amenicans are more curous and iolerant of different religions since Sept. 11.
American children admire police and firefighters as heroes,
% American children love W go W any sports event, and idolize popular athleles.
B Amencan children want W join the Peace Corps.
TV sales have been flat since Sepr. 11,
T Amecrican families became most intercsied in watching television since Sept, 11,
i More Americans prefer w spend more dme with their family since Sept. 1.
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